Strategies for Learning

Curing Disorganization

· Being messy and disorganized is a big problem… but it’s completely curable

· Accept  the need to not put off for later what you should do now

· Develop new study skills and habits

· Make learning your full-time job while in High School

Getting  Organized

· Put all notes and handouts from each subject into a clearly marked folder

· Keep them in order from most recent to past, facing upright 

· Never mix materials from one class into the folder for another class

· File Loose papers and  throw out junk so you can find what you need!

Attempt All Homework

· Trying is essential because everyone  learns from their mistakes! 

· Giving up leads to certain failure

· Doing most of the homework most of the time is not good enough

· To improve you must attempt it all, every day!

Write or Print Neatly

· Poor writing makes teachers read slowly and carefully… they’ll find every mistake you make!

· Careful writing has fewer mistakes so teachers will be more generous in grading

· Teachers always prefer a neat assignment that doesn’t make them  work so hard to figure it out! 

Pay Attention to Spelling

· In high school, spelling counts in all classes not just in English 

· Poor spelling is a way to lose credit even if you understand what you are writing down! 

· There’s no such thing as a poor speller only a lazy person who could spell better!

· Take time to look words up as you go

Talking to Your Teacher

· Talk with your teacher often it shows interest and  clears up what you don’t understand 

· Don't wait until the end of the term to ask for help, by then it will be too late to catch up

· Teachers prefer students who show interest and they will become more interested in helping you to succeed

Home Study

· Do your homework at the same time and place every day

· Choose a place that’s quiet and has good light. 

· Listen to music while you study only if it helps you concentrate. If it’s distracting – turn it off!

· Keep all materials in your study space so you can find them when you need them.

Spending Time and Choosing Friends

· How you spend your time and who you choose to be with during high school can determine your future

· Many people who do poorly in high school don't do much homework or study effectively for exams 

· Some ‘cool' people may not be getting very good grades but you may want to be around them to be ‘cool’ yourself

· For a month before exam week you should have little or no social life because you're too busy studying! Like it or not, this is the difference between success and failure

Studying With Others

· The best way to learn something is to teach it to someone else

· Teaching requires you to understand things and put them clearly in your own words

· You can learn this way if you study with a friend by making up questions and explaining them to each other

· The more you talk and write about something the better you'll understand it
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