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COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course will show that law is a force in everyone’s life.  It will acquaint you with the law as it relates to both business and personal activities.  Problem-solving activities will be emphasized to help in the decision-making process.  Careers in law will also be explored.  A moot court proceeding will occur at the end of the semester on a major case study.  Current law proceedings will be analyzed and researched.

I. BASIC OBJECTIVES

A. To be able to identify consequences of unethical and illegal conduct.

B. Describe the powers and limitations of the federal government as stated in the Constitution.

C. Compare the role of juvenile court with the role of the courts within a state, territory, or province.

D. Define litigation and describe methods for resolving disputes other than litigation.

E. Distinguish between a tort and a crime

F. Differentiate among classes of contracts, such as bilateral and unilateral; express and implied; and oral and written.

G. Determine what questions can and cannot be asked during an employment interview

H. Define the key terms involved in computer laws

I. Distinguish between common law and ceremonial marriages

J. Describe the various state statues that impact upon the environment.

K. Increase communication skills

1. Speaking

a. Must convince audience during a formal debate process

b. Must prepare, present and convince jurors during a moot court proceeding

c. Must participate in various class discussions

2. Reading

a. Paired Review

b. Discussion Web

c. Read Aloud of Current Events

d. Analogy Graphic Organizer

e. SQ3R

3. Listening

a. To stories

b. To videos

c. To speakers

d. To one another

4. Writing

a. Research Papers

1. one page on self and family

2. three page on town

3. five page on state

4. seven page on country

b. KWL Plus for Units

c. Pyramid Diagram for Chapter concepts

d. Magnet Words for Vocabulary

II. COURSE CONTENT

A. Basics of the law

B. Contract law, law of sales, and consumer law

C. Agency and employment

D. Property Law

E. Computer Laws

F. Domestic Relations Law

G. Environmental Law and Energy Regulation

H. Probation Rules/Jails/Prisons

I. Law Careers

J. Crimes

K. Torts

III. RESOURCES UTILIZED

A. Understanding Business and Personal Law, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, Mission Hills, California, 1998 edition.

B. Workbook for above described text—Student Activity Guide

C. News—Via Newspapers, Magazines, TV, Radio, Online

D. People’s Court

E. Field Trip to Court House and Jail

IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
A. Students are expected to complete all assignments in a timely manner.  It is the student’s responsibility to make-up work missed within the time limits set by the teacher and outside of class time.

B. A student may redo a homework assignment, research paper, or project.

No test or quizzes may be redone.

C. Participation and preparation with props, witnesses, research, etc., will

be used for the moot court proceedings at the middle and end of the

Semester.

V. PROCEDURES

A. Approximately one new chapter will be introduced every other week.

B. Chapter quizzes will be given at the end of each chapter.

C. Unit tests will be given at the end of each unit.

D. Discussion of court hearings will be done in a debate manner and treated as a participation grade.

E. Homework will be given, done, and graded regularly.

F. Moot Court will count as a major project grade or part of final exam.

